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Welcome to the third issue of ENSafrica's TMT ENSight, focusing on topics, news and 
analysis of novel and interesting developments in the technology, media and 
telecommunications space. In this edition: 

• Our featured article looks at smart contracts, which are used to facilitate the sale of 
NFTs. These agreements are largely unregulated at the moment, but will soon 
disrupt a number of industries.  

• Back to basics, explaining liability clauses and the importance of understanding their 
various terms to avoid being left exposed.  

• Telecommunications, a roundup of recent developments in the telecoms sector. 
• In the news, a curation of topical events in the technology and telecommunications 

industry. 

    

featured article   
  

• What you need to know about NFTs and smart contracts 
o Smart contracts facilitate the sale of NFTs, but how do they work? Rakhee 

Dullabh and Naledi Ramoabi explain the intricacies of this type of contract. 
o Read the article here.  

      

back to basics   
  

• Understanding limitation of liability clauses  
o Liability clauses are commonly used, but in some instances, they could leave 

you completely exposed.  
o It is therefore important to understand the meaning of these terms and 

exclude them where appropriate.  
o Read more here.  

      

telecommunications   
  

• GG45849: Explanatory Memorandum on the Amendment of the Process and 
Procedures Regulations Classes Licenses, 2021, as amended, Regulation 13 (Form 
M) 

o On 31 January 2022, the Independent Communications Authority of South 
Africa ("ICASA") published the Explanatory Memorandum on the 
Amendment of the Process and Procedures Regulations Classes Licenses, 
2021, as amended, Regulation 13 (Form M) ("Explanatory Memorandum"). 

 

https://www.ensafrica.com/news/detail/5258/what-you-need-to-know-about-nfts-and-smart-co
https://www.ensafrica.com/news/detail/5259/understanding-limitation-of-liability-clauses


 

o In the Explanatory Memorandum, ICASA indicated that it intends to amend 
the Process and Procedures Regulations Classes Licenses, 2021, as amended, 
Regulation 13 (Form M), by including a new subsection under regulation 13, 
being regulation 13(3). The draft regulations are attached to the Explanatory 
Memorandum. The amendment will require that any person who intends to 
provide an electronic communication service (“ECS”) on a licence exempt 
basis, must now provide ICASA with a copy of the signed commercial 
agreement or lease, entered into between the registrant and ECS or ECNS 
licensee when applying for a licence exemption. ICASA will not consider 
granting the licence exemption without having sight of the agreement. 

o ICASA explained that, by definition, a prospective reseller must have a lease 
or a commercial arrangement with an existing ECS or ECNS licensee, and the 
reason behind the introduction of regulation 13(3) is for ICASA to ensure that 
persons providing licence exempt services are providing those services in 
accordance with the provisions of the Electronic Communications Act, 2005 
and also for ICASA to satisfy itself that resellers provider or intend to provide 
services obtained from duly licensed entities. 

o Interest persons are invited to make written representations on the Draft 
Regulations which must be submitted to ICASA by 16h00 on 28 February 
2022 and marked specifically for attention: Mr Peter Mailula. Delivery 
address: Block B, 350 Witch-Hazel Avenue, Eco Point Office Park Eco Park, 
Centurion. Where possible, written representations should also be emailed 
to: PMailula@icasa.org.za. Enquiries should be directed to 012 568 -3657; 
between 09h30 and 16h00, Monday to Friday. 

• GG45713: Notice to Amend the Ordering System Specification for Number 
Portability 

o On 30 December 2021, ICASA published a notice to amend the Ordering 
System Specification for Geographic, Non-Geographic and Mobile Portability. 

o A copy of the notice can be accessed here. 
• GG 45690: Amendment to the Radio Frequency Spectrum Regulations, 2015 

o On 24 December 2021, ICASA published a notice regarding the Amendment 
to the Radio Frequency Spectrum Regulations, 2015 ("Amended 
Regulations") 

o The Amended Regulations came into effect on the date of publication, being 
24 December 2022. The Amendment Regulations have substituted the 
previous Annexure B in order to update the radio apparatus, which is exempt 
from a radio frequency spectrum licence. 

o In the explanatory memorandum attached to the Amended Regulations, 
ICASA explains that the amendment was required “in order to keep up with 
the pattern of radio use and rapid global technological advancements as they 
are continuously evolving to reflect the many changes that are taking place in 
the radio environment.” 

o A copy of the notice can be accessed here. 
• GG 45690: Notice of Inquiry into the Long-Term Spectrum Outlook for Public 

Consultation 
o On 24 December 2021, ICASA published a notice regarding its intention to 

conduct an inquiry into the Long-Term Spectrum Outlook for public 
consultation. ICASA advises that the purpose of the inquiry is to 

mailto:PMailula@icasa.org.za
https://www.gov.za/sites/default/files/gcis_document/202201/45713gen748.pdf
https://www.ellipsis.co.za/wp-content/uploads/2019/10/Radio-Frequency-Spectrum-Amendment-Regulations-2021.pdf


 

conceptualise Scenario Plans for the Long-Term Spectrum Outlook for South 
Africa. 

o Interested persons are invited to submit written representations, including 
an electronic version of the representation in Microsoft Word, of their views 
on the Draft Consultation Document on Spectrum Outlook by no later than 
16h00 on 4 March 2022. Persons making representations are further invited 
to respond to the questions using the template which can be accessed here. 

o Written representation should be directed to: 
▪ 350 Witch-Hazel Avenue, Eco Point Office Park, Eco Park, Centurion, 

South Africa 
▪ Private Bag X10, Highveld Park 0169, Centurion, Pretoria,  
▪ marked for the attention of: Mr. Manyaapelo Richard Makgotlho 
▪ e-mail: rmakgotlho@icasa.org.za 

• GG45690: Notice Regarding Findings of its Inquiry, the Authority’s Position and the 
Draft Implementation of the Radio Frequency Migration Plan and the International 
Mobile Telecommunications Roadmap in terms of section 34(16) of the Electronic 
Communications Act  

o On 24 December 2021, ICASA published a Notice Regarding Findings of its 
Inquiry, the Authority’s Position and the Draft Implementation of the Radio 
Frequency Migration Plan and the International Mobile Telecommunications 
Roadmap in terms of section 34(16) of the Electronic Communications Act. 

• GG45651: Notice on the Implementation of the Number Portability Regulations 
o On 15 December 2021, ICASA published a Notice on the Implementation of 

the Number Portability Regulations, in terms of which ICASA has proclaimed 
that the Number Portability Regulations in Government Gazette No. 41949 
(“Regulations”) dated 1 October 2018 will come into effect on 7 March 2022. 

o This means that companies will, from 7 March 2022 be able, to move their 
non-geographic telephone numbers (0800; 0860; 0861; 0862 and 087) from 
one service provider to another service provider. 

      

in the news   
  

• New online car licence renewal system launched in South Africa  
o The South African Post Office has launched an online service for the renewal 

of motor vehicle licences from any mobile electronic device.  
o The online service covers the entire renewal process, including payment of 

fees, except the last step of accessing the physical licence disc.  
o Payments will be processed through Masterpass application, which 

customers will have to download from the Google Play Store for Android 
devices or the Apple App Store for Apple devices. 

o Currently, the online service is available in all provinces of South Africa, 
except the Western Cape.  

o Motorists will be able to obtain the licence disk by collecting it from a Post 
Office counter or the Post Office can deliver the disc to the customer at a 
delivery fee of ZAR75.  

o Customers will receive an SMS when the disc arrives at the destination Post 
Office for collection or when it goes out for delivery. 

o More on the Post Office online care licence renewal system can be found 
here. 

https://www.icasa.org.za/legislation-and-regulations/notice-inquiry-into-the-long-term-spectrum-outlook-for-public-consultation
mailto:rmakgotlho@icasa.org.za
https://www.postoffice.co.za/Newsroom/Pressreleases/2022/onlinemvlaunched.html


 

• Google Labs launches a blockchain division  
o On 19 January 2022, the president of commercial activities at Google 

announced that Google Labs has launched a new blockchain focused 
division.  

o Currently, Google’s cloud marketplace offers tools developers can tap to 
start building blockchain networks, and also offers the BigQuery service that 
allows customers to view transaction history for bitcoin and other currencies. 

o The new division will focus on expanding services related to blockchain 
within Google and testing decentralised technologies and developing tools 
blockchain customers can utilise. 

o Google has previously taken a conservative approach regarding 
cryptocurrencies, including restricting advertisements on its platforms that 
are related to cryptocurrencies, initial coin offerings, cryptocurrency 
exchange platforms, cryptocurrency wallets, and cryptocurrencies trading 
tips.  

o Notwithstanding the launch of this new division, Google remains associated 
with any cryptocurrency.  

o More about Google's blockchain division can be read here. 
• Acronis launches cyber cloud data centre in South Africa  

o On 27 January 2022, Acronis announced the opening of its new cyber cloud 
data centre in Johannesburg. 

o As part of its services, Acronis offers on-premises and cloud software for 
backup, disaster recovery, secure file sync and share, and data access. 

o The facility will also support service providers in meeting cyber security laws 
and regulations, including trans-border transfer of information 
requirements.  

o Acronis already has over 40 existing cyber cloud data centres across the 
globe, and plans on launching more data centres.  

o The launch of the cyber cloud data centre is part of the Acronis global/local 
initiative, which aims to provide local service providers access to cloud and 
cyber protection solutions.  

o More information regarding the launch can be found here.  
• President advised to designate fibre as a municipal service  

o The Economic Advisory Council has sent President Ramaphosa a briefing note 
containing a proposal to make the provision of fibre infrastructure a 
municipal service.  

o The Economic Advisory Council argues that making fibre infrastructure a 
function area of the local sphere of government will make access to the 
internet a reality, especially in rural district municipalities. 

o Moreover, it is argued that municipalities would be able to profit from this by 
entering into public-private partnerships with service providers for the 
provision of fibre. 

o The Economic Advisory Council has also proposed rolling out wireless 
“hotspots” nationwide to offer internet connectivity to more people in South 
Africa.  

o The president has not yet made any public statements regarding the briefing 
note. 

o More information on the briefing note can be found here. 
• ICASA receives six applications for spectrum auction 

https://www.cnbc.com/2022/01/27/google-cloud-blockchain-team-to-seek-new-business.html
https://www.itweb.co.za/content/mQwkoq6P5oZ73r9A
https://techcentral.co.za/consider-making-fibre-a-municipal-service-ramaphosa-told/207171/


 

 

o ICASA has received six applications for the high-demand spectrum auction. 
o The six applicants are Cell C, Telkom, Rain, Liquid Intelligent Technologies, 

MTN and Vodacom.  
o In January, Telkom filed an application with the High Court asking the Court 

to set aside ICASA's new plan to issue relating to the spectrum auction. 
Telkom has subsequently withdrawn its application.  

o ICASA hopes that this time, the spectrum auction will see the completion of 
process.  

o More on the latest update regarding the spectrum auction can be read here. 
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ENSafrica takes your privacy and the protection of your personal information very seriously 
and is committed to doing the right thing as underpinned by our privacy policy and values.  
  
It is our understanding that you are receiving this communication because you are an 
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from us. If you no longer wish to receive communications from us, please click here to 
unsubscribe so we can ensure your details are removed from all our communication lists. 
Should you change your mind, you can subscribe to specific areas of interest using the 
following link http://www.ensafrica.com/contact-us. 
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